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INTHE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

Inre Supreme CourtNo.
ROBERT J. LAROCCO.| DECLARATION OF

GAIL REYES

Lawver (Bar No. 42536).

I, Gail Reves, declare and state:

1. Tam over the age of 18 vears of age and am competent to testify
if called as a witness in these proceedings. 1 make the statements in this
declaration from my personal knowledge.

2. On April 12, 2016, 1 hired Mr. La Rocco 1o represent me in a
mmu 7 bankrupicy.

- 3.0n April 12, 2016, we signed a written fee agreement. The fee
“agreement stated that the $1600 would be paid in its entirety before ihe
bankruptey would be filed with the bankruptey court. A copy of the Legal
Represenfation Agreement is attached as Exhibit A to this declaration.
4.0n April 12, 2016, 1 gave Mr. La Rocco six checks to be cashed
on later dates:

Check Amount To be cashed
on:

3019 250.00 April 22, 106
3020 250.00 May 6. Zi) 6
3021 250,00 May 29, 2016
3022 250.00 June 3. 2016
3023 250,00 June 17. 2016
3024 350.00 July i 2016

3.0n April 12, 2016, I gave Mr. La Rocceo a list of all my creditors
and the balances owed.

6. According to my bank. Mr. La Rocco cashed all of the checks as
we had agreed. Copies of the cancelled checks are attached as Exhibit B
to this declaration.

7. I made an appointment in September 2016 to meet with Mr. La
Roceo, but he cancelled the appointment, telling me that [ need not come
in,

8. Weeks went by, and 1 “called and called” about the status of her
case, with no response,

9. I went to the police. The officer called Mr. La Rocco and Mr. La
Rocco called back right away, and said that "evervthing was poing as
planned.”

10, In the beginning of Novermber 2016, T went to Mr. La Rocco's
office and happened to catch him exiting the elevator. He told me that we
would go to court on November 21, 2016,



{1. After that, he would not answer my calls until November 11,
2016, when he made an appointment for November {8, 2016,

12. 1 went to the office on November 18, 2016, and the receptionist
sent me o vet another office building: Mr. La Rocco was not there when |
arrived.

13, 1 continued to call, with no angwer from Mr. La Roceo,

14, 1 sent him a letter dated November 22, 2016, requesting that he
contact me. A copy of my Novewber 22, 2016 letter to Mr, La Rocco is
attached as Exhibit C to this declaration.

13, In December 2016, Mr. La Rocco's wife sent me an email
claiming that he would respond within two days. but he did not.

16. I have had no further contact with Mr. La Rocco.

17. [ have not received a refund of the money 1 paid Mr. La Rocco.

{8, Mr. La Rocco never fold me that he was suspended from
practicing in bankruptcy cowrt.

19 On January 26, 2017, 1 filed a grievance against Mr, La Rocco
with the Washington State Bar Association.

20. 1 certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of
Washington that the foregoing is true and correct.

Saph B4 3007 é%ﬁa;ﬁ%

Date & Place Gail Reyes
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L THE LA Rocco LAW FIRM

Legal Representation Agreement — Bankruptey Chapter 07

This letter is to confirm in writing the agreement that you . )Z&?%La !C ‘: (Client),
© and I, Robert Joseph La Régéb—(Aﬂomey), reached on e‘fﬂ w_ * ‘,%g_a—rdﬁgn the ré}x%;érlbulilon T
in a bankruptcy proceeding under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Court.

The representation includes:

1. One Free consultation.

2. Analysis of yoﬁi’hfmgn-gi‘al situation.

3. Preparation of the Voluntary Petition.

4. Preparation of the Chapter 13 Plan (if applicable).
5. Compilation and submission of the documents required under LBR 4002.
6. One Free Attendance of the Meeting of Creditors (“341 Hearing”).

7. Submission of the Pre-Filing Counseling Certificates.

8. Submission of the Pre-Discharge Counseling Certificate.

9. Compilation and submission of any additional documents as requested by the trustee.
10. Attendance of the Plan Confirmation Hearing (if applicable)

11. Court Filing Fee.

The flat-fee representation does not include:

1. Compilation and submission of additional creditor’s or assets not listed in the original filing.

i e --l J_unnnuan -Iuhl" &34

3. Follow-up consultations with the Attorney.

Representation: This agreement shall describe the rights and responsibilities between the Attorney and the
Client. The Client authorizes the Attorney to engage in legal representation that the Attorney believes is
reasonably necessary and proper. The Attorney w111 make reasonable efforts to communicate to the Client

> any and all decisions made and the progress of thxs case. The Clléﬂt ﬁgf;ees to promptly notlfy the .
@ Attorney in writing regarding any changes regarding the Client’s address, phone number, employment

©

Q ROBERT JOSEPH LA ROCCO, ESQ. . 1313 E. MAPLE STREET TEL. (360) 603-9545

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW SUITE 201-531 FAX (206-452-5532

BELLINGHAM WA 98225 ROBERT@LAROCCOLAW.US
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and circumstances during the course of the representation. The Client must promptly complete and return

all papers, such as requests for documents, declarations and other materials related to the case.

Attomey Fees: The Client understands that a fixed foe of $1,600 shall be paid by the Clieat to the
Attorney for legal services rendered under this contract. The fixed fee shall be paid in its entirety before
the matter can start and the bankruptcy can be filed with the Bankruptcy Court. A flat fee is considered
earned when it is paid. A flat fee is not deposited into a trust account, but is deposited into the La Rocco

representation. The Client will not be billed as the case progresses, and will not receive invoices and

account statements as the case progresses.

The Client understand that the legal representation fee is based not only on the complexity of the case but
also on the experience and expertise of the Attorney in handling such matters, and on the fact that this

case will require this law office to set aside a considerable block of time to protect your interest.

The Attorney understands that someone other than the Client may pay all or part of the attorney fee,
however, acceptance of payment from others does not waive the attorney-client privilege. The Attorney’s

duty of loyalty and confidence to the Client will not be violated.

The Client understands and agrees that some of the work relating to the matter may be performed by

contract attorney’s, law clerks, paralegal assistants, and other persons the Attorney employs and that such

w_Firm’s operating account. A flat fee is not refundable-unless-no-work-has been-doae in-thig——————

e Lay

work is included in the legal representation fee set forth by this agreement.

Costs and Expenses: Costs and expenses refer to the charges incurred, which relate to the Client’s case in
addition to attorney’s fees. Costs will include: court filing fees, credit counseling classes, investigative

costs, expert witnesses, and witness fees. Costs incurred will be exclusive of the flat fee set forth in this

agreement. All costs and expenses will be your sole responsibility.

In the event that someone other than Client pays all or part of the attorney fee, acceptance of payment

from others does not waive the attorney-client privilege. The Attorney’s duty to the Client of loyalty and

. confidence will not be violated.

ROBERT JOSEPH LA RoCCO, ESQ. 1313 E. MAPLE STREET TEL. (360) 603-9545

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW SurTE 201-531 Fax (206-452-5532
BELLINGHAM WA 982235 ROBERT(@LAROCCOLAW.US
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Record Keeping: The La Rocco Law Firm uses technology to provide cost-effective, fast and personal

service to all clients. All file material, where possible, are stored electronically. The Client is encouraged

~—-— ————touse email to stay in contact with the Attorney. . _ ——

All files are scanned and stored in electronic PDF format. All hard-copy (paper) files must be picked up
within four (4) weeks after the Attorney received them or these papers will be destroyed. All client files
are stored at the firms’ expense for a period up to one (1) year following termination of the Attorney’s

———— whjmmmdmxmmm&mtﬁummmmﬁﬁmmdiﬁm, the Taw
Rocco Law Firm will store all relevant PDF files relating to property of the Client that the Attorney held
in trust for a period of five (5) years and may thereafter destroy same without further notice to the Client.
The Client may request in writing that the Attorney holds available to the Client or a designee any PDF
files in the Attorney’s possession. Within seven (7) days of receipt of such request, the Attorney shall
make electronic (not hard-copy) files available for pick-up at the Attorney’s office.

E-Mail Communication Authorization: The Attorney has found that communications with the Client,

opposing counsel and others are greatly facilitated by the use of e-mails. Unfortunately, the La Rocco
Law Firm cannot rule out the interception of information contained in e-mails by those misusing the
resources of the Internet. Using e-mail communication therefore poses some risk. Accordingly, in order
for the Attorney to utilize the Internet for e-mail communication in connection with the Client’s case, the
Attorney requires that each client specifically authorizes the Attorney to do so. The Client will provide

the Attorney with a reliable and secure e-mail address in order to facilitate the transfer of documents and

' communications, - T T T 7T . ’ . &é- T TmrT
UO 1 approwﬁhe use of e-mail communication by the La Rocco Law Firm in connection with their
representation of my case.

/|

Provide your ema#l addreés he_re

ROBERT JOSEPH LA ROcco, EsQ. 1313 E. MAPLE STREET TEL. (360) 603-9545

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW SutTE 201-531 FAX (206-452-5532
BELLINGHAM WA 98225 ROBERT@LAROCCOLAW.US
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Electronic Signatures: The Attemey and the Client agree that a digital signature shall be effective to prove

assent to the terms of this Agreement. F urthermore, the Attorney and the Client agree that the terms of )
- -—w - this agreement may | be proven through ag. electronic facsimile; including a scanned electronic copy.in.._ . ______
Portable Document Format (“PDF ”) or other digital format, and that no ongmal” hard-copy document

shall be retained by the La Rocco Law Firm to prove the terms of this agreement.

Full Agzeemen This document is the full and entu'e agreement between the Client and the Attorney.

Signatures (manual or digital):

I'acknowledge that I have read the foregoing paragraphs regarding attorney’s fees, costs and the need to
cooperate with the La Rocco Law Firm with respect to my case. I further acknowledge that I have
discussed the issue of fees and costs with a representative of the La Rocco Law Firm and that I have been

provided answers to any questions I had. I understand and I agree to fulfill the employment conditions as

addressed in the agreement.

This agreement has been made in, and is governed by the laws of, the State of Washington. —
Toand
T'understand the terms of the fee agreement set forth above, and I agree to them. I"e o
, 1% CR T ulasf
Date Signed: !Q / (2 { QB[‘ /s/ Robert Joseph La Rocco- ' 3020  2Sp- 5/5/ [é’

Robert Joseph La Rocco WSBA 42536 2oy Jon -

..... 3022 2D.- 6{3}16‘3
3023 A9~ ‘l"*ll
Date Signed: l& \ﬂ’&b&iy AJ \1,_, N 302¢ 39’ |

Client Sj ;-,-Q//ﬁ !
v o,l,Q Veces .
E X

Print t)}lr Name here |-
i
ROBERT JOSEPH LA Rocco, EsQ. 1313 E. MAPLE STREET TEL. (360) 603-9545
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW SUTTE 201-531 FAX (206-452-5532

BELLINGHAM WA 98225 ROBERT@LAROCCOLAW.US
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November 22, 2016

Dear Mr. La Rocco,

I'am writing in a final attempt to contact you. Since my original contact with you on April 12th,
2016 for the purpose of filing bankruptcy, I have kept copious notes of every contact, attempted
phone call & physical meeting with you.

In addition, I've paid you $1600 in payments, which were completed on July 5%, 2016. Since then
it has been virtually impossible to reach you except when I tracked you down thru my own efforts
& research, and “caught” you leaving in an elevator at one of your “offices”. Even when we did
have a scheduled appointment, you stood me up. During all this, I've been very stressed out and
have lost confidence in your truthfulness and integrity.

I'am writing you now to inform you that I've contacted another legal firm and they have advised
me to attempt this one last contact with you by certified mail. I need to hear from you within 5
days of receipt of this letter. Upon your contact I need to be able to contact the bankruptcy court
of Seattle to see if my name is on that docket. Further, | have seen nothing regarding contact with
any of my debtors prior to a court date, which is required by law.

Therefore, this is my final attempt to contact you. If I do not hear from you within 5 days of
receipt of this letter, and if you are not able to convince me (and my 2nd attorney) that you are
actually fulfilling our contract immediately, and have this scheduled to be done in the December
monthly Bellingham bankruptcy docket (including all the paperwork and notification done), then |
am reporting you to the Washington State Bar Association, immediately.

I will ask for their help in getting my money back plus the expenses and time I have spent trying to
deal with your obvious evasion of our contract after having taken my money 5 months ago and
avoiding me, ever since.

Sincerely,

Gail Reyes



WASHINGTON STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
September 26, 2017 - 3:07 PM

Filing Attorney Discipline
Transmittal Information

Filed with Court: Supreme Court
Appellate Court Case Number: Case Initiation
Trial Court Case Title:

The following documents have been uploaded:

« ATD_Affidavit_Declaration_20170926150426SC439530_8421.pdf
This File Contains:
Affidavit/Declaration - Other
The Original File Name was Declaration of Gail Reyes.PDF

A copy of the uploaded files will be sent to:

« allisons@wsba.org
« attorney@Ilaroccolaw.us
« francescad@wsba.org

Comments:

In re Robert Joseph La Rocco. Declaration of Gail Reyes.

Sender Name: Carol Kinn - Email: carolk@wsba.org
Address:

1325 4th Avenue

Suite 600

Seattle, WA, 98101

Phone: (206) 727-8291

Note: The Filing I1d is 20170926150426SC439530



